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Welcome

We can’t believe it is the last term of Year 1. We would like to thank you for your continued support and we
are looking forward to the sunny term ahead!
Mrs Bainbridge, Miss Brent, Mrs Walton, Mrs Guyan and Miss Shepherd

English Overview

Phonics and Reading

Your child will continue to recap and learn new sounds during our Read Write Inc. lessons. They will further
develop their phonic skills by learning to ‘Fred-in-their-head’ (blend words without sounding out loud) to
become more confident, fluent readers. They will learn how to read longer words with the suffixes -ing, -er,
-ed and est. In our Read Write Inc lessons, they will continue to read ‘alien’ words (nonsense words), as
well as real words to check that they can apply their phonic knowledge. We will continue to develop our
skills of prediction and inference through reading familiar and new stories.

Writing

We will continue with our successful “Ready Steady Write” lessons. These will allow the children to be
immersed, analyse, plan, draft, write and edit narratives, diary entries and recipes. This will be based
around the books 'The Secret of Black Rock’ and ‘The Last Wolf’. We will focus on our sentence accuracy by
ensuring that children write sentences that make sense, have capital letters, full stops and words
separated with spaces. We will also continue to learn how to use question marks and exclamation marks.
Children will continue to learn how to use ‘and’ to join words or clauses. In addition to this, they will
develop an understanding of using capital letters for names, places and days of the week. Once a week, we
will have a dedicated spelling lesson where we will focus on spelling common exception words and other
spelling patterns.

Maths Overview

This term, we will deepen our number knowledge by exploring and applying addition and subtraction facts
within 10 to solve problems up to 20. We will also use our understanding of number bonds and subtraction
facts within 10 to support calculations. Children will develop confidence using knowledge of 10 and a bit to
add and subtract, and will double numbers 6 to 9 and halve the results. We will explore odd and even
numbers within 20 and apply our knowledge in real-life, relevant contexts. Our learning on time and
money will include telling the time to the hour and half hour, and recognising coins. Children will use
practical resources to build reasoning and problem-solving skills.

Mastering Number
We will be continuing to use the Mastering Number programme, with short daily sessions.

Useful website:

Topmarks is a great online resource to practise addition and subtraction skills. You can type ‘Topmarks
addition’ or ‘Topmarks subtraction’ into a search engine and many great games ;

appear. Hitthe Button is one of our top recommendations! 00008 iy
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Support at home is invaluable to your children’s progress and this is much appreciated.

Please encourage your child to:

° Be correctly dressed for school in full uniform including all black shoes / trainers. Please clearly
label jumpers and cardigans.

] Be on time for school - we open the doors at 8:45am to start our morning sessions. Doors close at
8:55 prompt.

Items to have in school:

° P.E kits - Please ensure your child is wearing their PE kit with their school hoody on top for
sessions on Mondays and Wednesdays. As the weather gets warmer, your child can wear shorts.

° Warmer Days- As we go into the summer term and the weather begins to get nicer, please can we
remind you that the children should come into school with sun cream already applied and a
named sun hat.

° Reading book and diary- Children should have their reading book and diary in school every day.
We love seeing how the children are getting on with their reading at home and hope to see at least
one comment in children’s reading diaries from a parent or carer per week.

° Phonics activities - we will be sending phonics home every Friday instead of spellings to learn.
° Spelling books - After half-term, our spelling quiz will resume.
° Water bottles - Please ensure your child has a named water bottle filled with fresh water each day.

Dates for the Diary

Date Event
Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May May Half-term
Week commencing Monday 8 June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Thursday 18 June Year 1 Educational Visit - information to follow
Week commencing 22 June Diversity Week

Friday 26 June Diversity Day (optional wear rainbow colours)

Tuesday 7 July Year 1,2 and 3 Sports Day at 2pm

Friday 10 July End of year reports to parents/carers

Friday 17 July Last Day of Term
Tuesday 1 September Teacher Training Day (school closed)
Wednesday 2 September School re-opens

We regularly use Facebook, text, app and email to update and remind parents of events.

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.

Science Overview

This term, we will be investigating different materials and their physical properties. We will plan and
conduct investigations using different materials, deciding which is the most suitable for protecting the
lighthouse keeper’s sandwiches from the rain. After half-term, we will observe different types of plants and
trees and learn the names of some common plants, as well as identifying their basic structure. We are
continuing to learn about the different seasons, observing the weather and how daylight hours change.

RE/PSHE: As part of Religious Education this term, we are beginning to explore the Jewish faith. We will
learn about the practices and ways of life of Jewish people, looking in particular at Shabbat, Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. In PSHE, we will build on the work we have already done as part of our
‘Relationships’ work. We are looking forward to celebrating similarities and differences between people,
and understand how others may have different views and opinions to our own and respecting these. We
will also be learning about the importance of money and how we can keep it safe.

History /Geography: In History, we will continue to develop our understanding of chronology, going
beyond our living memory and looking at the lives of significant Kings and Queens. We will explore their
impact and compare their reigns and achievements. As part of our Geography work, we will investigate the
question ‘What is it like to live in Shanghai?’ Children will name the continent they live in and use an atlas
to locate the UK and Asia on a world map. We will look at photographs of Shanghai and identify physical
and human features. Finally, we will compare Shanghai to our own locality.

Art [ Music / DT: This term, in Art, we are developing our drawing skills. We will use different tools, such as
pencils, charcoal and crayons, and explore light and dark, lines and shapes, and shading. Our music work
will be based around the song ‘Your Imagination’. We will learn how to listen to and appraise the music as
well as learning how to sing the song and use instruments to create a short melody. In DT, we will learn
how to thread a needle and do a simple running stitch.

Computing: In Computing, we will recap online safety and explore safe and unsafe behaviours in games.
We will also develop our coding skills by programming Bee Bots to follow routes on a map. In addition to
this we will learn to animate our stories using Purple Mash.

PE: In our lessons, we will develop skills in striking and fielding games like rounders and cricket, focusing
on throwing, catching, and simple tactics. In athletics, children will practise running, jumping, and
throwing, measuring their performance and aiming for improvement. Teamwork, communication, and fair
play will be encouraged throughout.

We will continue to provide homework to secure children’s knowledge and application of basic skills in
reading, writing and maths. Your child will receive:

Reading (we recommend 3 times per week) - please see the guidance in the front of your child’s reading
diary. We also encourage children to read any other books they are interested in at home.

Phonics - your child will receive sounds and words to practise, as well as real and ‘alien’ words to read.
Numbots - we encourage children to continue to use Numbots 30 minutes per week to support their
maths skills.

Spellings - spelling homework will continue after half-term, we would like our main focus for the next
three weeks to be reading and phonics at home.

We understand family life can be busy and therefore please manage this to suit your family life. Some
weeks, you may have less time to hear your child read and we completely understand and respect this.



