
Support at home is invaluable to your child’s progress and  is very much appreciated. 

Please encourage your child to: 

• Be correctly dressed for school in full uniform including all black shoes / trainers.  

• Be on time for school - we open the doors at 8:45am and close them at 8.55am to start our 
morning sessions. 

Items to have in school: 

• P.E  Days  – Please ensure your child is wearing their PE kit with their school hoodie on top 
for sessions on Tuesday and Thursday.  When the weather is colder, tracksuit bottoms are  
advised. There is no Forest School in the first half –term. 

• Reading book and diary– Children should have their reading book and diary in school every 
day. We will change their reading book on their allocated day (there is a sticker on the back of 
their diary). We love seeing how the children are getting on with their reading at home and 
hope to see three comments in children’s reading diaries from a parent or carer per week. 
This will then allow us to change your child’s book frequently, once they have read their book 
with greater fluency. 

• Water bottles - Please ensure your child has a named water bottle filled with fresh water 
each day. 

• Uniform - Please ensure that all uniform is labelled.  

Date Event 

Monday 22 September Meet the Teacher  

Monday 6 October  Harvest Festival  (children  only) 

Friday 10 October  World Mental Health Day  

Monday 13 October  School Photographer 

 Monday 20 October  Parent Consultation Week - Dates to follow 

Monday 27 October - Friday 31 October Half-term 

Monday 10 November  Odd Socks Day as part of Anti-Bullying Week 

Tuesday 11 November Remembrance Assembly  

Friday 14 November  Children in Need  

Monday 24 November Occasional  Day—School closed  

All  Christmas  dates  to  follow   

Friday 19 December Last day of term 

Tuesday 6 January  School Reopens 

We regularly use Facebook, text and email to update and remind parents of events.  

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.  

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

YEAR 1 



Welcome to Year 1! This overview will provide you with key information about our curriculum this 
term. 

Mrs Bainbridge, Miss Brent, Mrs Guyan and Mrs Walton 

Phonics and Reading 

Your child will continue to learn how to read through our highly successful Read Write Inc. 
programme. Our main focus this term is continuing to teach your child to recognise letter sounds 
quickly so that they can blend them effectively. This is when children say the sounds and put them 
together to read a word. We will also be discussing texts that we read together to check 
understanding, and linking what we read to our own experiences. 

Writing 
This year, we will continue with our engaging “Ready Steady Write” writing lessons. These will allow 
the children to be immersed, analyse, plan, draft, write and edit stories, messages and instructions. 
This will be based around the books Old Bear and Rapunzel. We will focus on combining words to 
make sentences, using capital letters and full stops and separating words with spaces. Once a week, 
we will have a dedicated spelling lesson where we will explore a range of spelling rules and also learn 
how to spell common exception words. Later this half-term, we will be sending spellings home to 
learn for a quiz. 

This term, our Maths learning will continue to develop and consolidate an understanding of the 
number system by verbally counting forward to and beyond 20. We will count both forwards and 
backwards, starting from any given number.  We will then go on to compare length, height, capacity 
and mass. We will also compare numbers and learn how to use  the symbols > , < and =. We will 
develop our understanding of composition of numbers 0 - 5 and learn how to partition each of these 
numbers in a systematic way. We will learn how to find one more and one less than a given number. 

Mastering  Number 

This term in Mastering Number, we will consolidate our Early Learning Goals and develop our 
understanding of numbers within 10. We will practise subitising within 5, including on a rekenrek, 

and revisit the composition of 5. We will then explore numbers 6 to 9 using the ‘5 and a bit’ structure. 

We will investigate the structure of odd and even numbers, understanding how they can be made up 

of 2s, doubles, and ‘1 more’. This learning runs alongside our daily maths lessons. 

Over the course of the year, we will be learning about the different seasons, and making 
observations about the weather and length of daylight. We will also learn about the human body this 
term, naming body parts and linking these to the five human senses.  We will also identify and name 
a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.   

RE/PSHE: In our RE lessons, we will  focus on Christianity. We will explore the creation story and the 
Christmas story. In our PSHE lessons, we will be focussing on health and wellbeing. 
Geography /History: In Geography, we will start by locating our school on an aerial photograph and 
then create simple maps of our classroom and school grounds. We will identify playground features, 
share how we feel about this space, and design our very own improved version! Finally, we will begin to 
explore the weather in the UK as part of our learning. In History, we will begin to develop an early sense 
of the past by exploring our own families and personal experiences. We will learn about changes over 
time and use historical sources to find out more. We will study events within living memory to develop 
our understanding of chronology and see how history is made all of the time. We will also compare the 
lives of parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents through topics such as family, toys, technology, 
and school. 
Art / Music / DT: In Art, we will be learning about the work of Japanese artist Takashi Murakami. We will 
explore his use of colour and use him as inspiration for our own art. We will learn painting techniques, 
and how to mix primary colours to make secondary colours. In DT, we will be developing our designing, 
making and evaluating skills linked to making books with moving parts.  Our music lessons will centre 
around the theme ‘Hey You!’ where we will listen to, and sing a variety of songs as well as play different 
tuned and untuned  instruments. 
Computing: This term, we will be learning how to use Purple Mash by logging in, creating and saving our 
work, and logging out. We will also develop an understanding of how to stay safe online and who we can 
go to for help.  
PE: In our dance lessons, we will learn how to move confidently and safely in a space, using changes of 
speed, level and direction. Our coaches, JJ and Charlie, will teach  ball skills. We will also continue to run 
the Daily Mile. 
 
 
 
 

We will provide homework to secure children’s knowledge and application of basic skills in reading,  

writing and maths. Your child will receive: 

• Reading (we recommend 3 times per week) - please see the guidance in the front of your child’s 
reading diary. We also encourage children to read any other books they are interested in at home. 
Each  time your child learns a new sound in Read Write Inc, we will e-mail a link to a video which 
can be viewed at home.  

• Numbots - this is a fantastic website to support children’s maths skills. Your child will receive a 
login for this website.  

• Spelling  - Later this half term, children will  receive spellings for a weekly quiz based on the  
spellings they have been learning in class. Details to follow. 

We understand family life can be busy and therefore please manage this to suit your family life.  Some  
weeks, you may have less time to hear your child read and we completely understand and respect this.  


