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Welcome

The Reception Team would like to wish all of our Reception children and their families a Happy New
Year! This is our Curriculum Overview for the Spring term. It will give you an outline of our learning in
Reception this term and some ideas about how you can help at home. We hope you find it useful.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.

Mr Lenagh, Mrs Burn, Mrs Walton and Mrs Cusmano.

We are Learning

Literacy

Read Write Inc—The children have started their new Read Write Inc groups, and are already working
hard. The children will be working on recognising single letter sounds and special friends sounds
also. We will be teaching the reading of green words using ‘Fred Talk’ and also reading ‘alien words’.

Ready, Steady Write—In Ready Steady Write this term, we will focus on two stories; ‘Juniper
Jupiter’ by Lizzie Stewart and ‘Little Red’ by Bethan Woolvin. We will be reading the stories,
exploring the new vocabulary we encounter as well as learning the story songs which help us
understand the structure of stories. We will be developing our sentence writing skills, oracy, and
writing for a range of purposes such as descriptions, letter writing and simple rhyming linked to
poetry.

Mathematics

Continuing our learning in "Mastering Number’ the children will develop their subitising and
counting skills and explore the composition of numbers within and beyond 5. They will begin to
identify when two sets are equal or unequal and connect two equal groups to doubles. They will
begin to connect quantities to numerals.

They will also:
« begin to identify missing parts for numbers within 5

« explore the structure of the numbers 6 and 7 as ‘5 and a bit’ and connect this to finger patterns and
the Hungarian number frame

« focus on equal and unequal groups when comparing numbers
« sort odd and even numbers according to their ‘shape’

« continue to develop their understanding of the counting sequence and link cardinality and
ordinality through the ‘staircase’ pattern

« join in with verbal counts beyond 20, hearing the repeated pattern within the counting numbers.



Support at home is invaluable to your children’s progress and much appreciated.

Please encourage your child to:

° Be correctly dressed for school in full uniform including all black shoes / trainers not joggers or
hoodies please.

° Have the items they need for school: water bottle, book bag, reading books and spare dry clothes.

° Be on time for school - we open the doors at 8:45am until 8:55am to start our morning sessions.

Learning starts promptly at 9:00am.

Items to have in school:

° Reading diaries each day so the Reception team can add comments after working with your child.
PE

° Children will be taking part in PE on Wednesdays. Please send children in their PE kit that day.
Other ways to help:

You can help your child to learn through the little things you do with them, for example:

e To support your child with theirindependence with zipping their own coat, and putting on their own
mittens or gloves.

e Develop theirindependence in preparing their own snacks and pouring their own water as well as using
a knife and fork. You’ll be amazed at what they can achieve at an early age.

e e love to be outdoors in all weather so please bring a pair of wellies to stay at school with your child’s
name clearly marked.

e Please ensure that your child's name is in every piece of clothing to prevent items from getting lost.

e We collect a donation of 50p a week (or £3 per half term) for the Reception fund. This helps us to buy
ingredients for play-dough, baking, toast, and other exciting items for our play. Thank you!

Dates for the Diary

Date Event Date Event

w/b 3.2.25 Children’s Mental Health Week 6.3.25 World Book Day

w/b 10.2.25 Safter Internet Week w/b 10.3.25 British Science Week

14.2.25 Parent/Carer Stay and Count 11.4.25 World Art Day Celebration
session 4.4.25 Parent/Carer Easter Stay and

w/b 17.2.25 Parent/Carer Consultations

24.2.25-28.2.25 February Half Term 14.4.25-27.4.25 Easter Holidays

We regularly use Facebook, text and email to update and remind parents of events.

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework (EYFS)

Teaching within the Early Years follows the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation
Stage. Staff use Birth to 5 Matters in order to support the implementation of the EYFS Framework.
Teaching within the Early Years focuses upon seven key areas of learning.

We place an emphasis on active learning which means our children have direct, hands-on
experiences with people, objects, events and ideas. The Reception team support children’s choices
of activities, play with them at their level, focus on their strengths and encourage them to find
solutions to their own problems. We believe that children are entitled to a diverse, challenging and
effective curriculum. As such, we will explore topics this term such as:

®Chinese New Year

eChildren’s Mental Health Week
eScience Week

eWorld Art Day

|CT based learning and interacting with technology.

Assessment—Online Learning Journals

We record the progress of our children in the form of an online learning journey called Tiny Tracker;
this will include photographs of your child and their work along with notes detailing the learning that
has taken place. Please remember to check your Child’s online Learning Journey; weekly updates
will be made to keep you up to date with key moments and breakthroughs in your child’s learning
and development.

Learning at Home

Reading is such an important skill. Each week your child will be sent home with two books from
school. One of these will be a school library book that will not be at the reading level of our child, but
thatis a book that you can enjoy and share together. The other book will either be a book matched
to your child’s phonic ability. Alongside this, each child has been given a set of speed-sound flash
cards to practise at home. These include all of the sounds that your child has covered so far. We
regularly practise these at school, and appreciate your support to continue to use these at home,
too. We recommend reading with your child 3 times per week, but understand family life can be
busy and that this not always possible. Some weeks, you may have less time to read with your child
and we completely understand and respect this.



