Support at home is invaluable to your children’s progress and much appreciated.

Please encourage your child to:

Be correctly dressed for school in full uniform including all black shoes / trainers.

Be responsible for their own organisation: PE kits (worn on Monday and Thursday), homework
completed each week and reading books and diaries in school every day.

Be on time for school - we open the doors at 8:45-8.55am to start our morning sessions.

Homework each week:

Reading - at least 15 minutes each night . Please read with your child once a week and help them
achieve their target. We expect a weekly comment from an adult at home in the children’s diaries.

Spellings and Times Tables will be given out in school and quizzed the following week.

Maths and grammar homework in our Year 4 CGP booklets. This is assigned on a Monday to be
returned and marked in class the following Monday.

Other homework of Times Table Rockstars, Accelerated Reader and Reading Plus are all online. If
you cannot access this at home, please speak to a member of the Year 4 team!

Items to have in school:

P.E kits Monday and Thursday - black shorts or bottoms, white t-shirt, school hoody, black trainers.

Reading diaries each day so the Y4 team can add comments after working with your child.

A named water bottle and sun hat.

Dates for the Diary

Date Event

Monday 6th May Bank holiday

Monday 27th—Friday 31st May Half Term

Monday 3rd June INSET: School closed
Monday 24th June—Friday 28th June School’s Diversity week
Monday 1st July—Friday 5th July Sports week

Wb 4th June—14th June

Y4 MULTIPLICATION CHECK

We regularly use Facebook, text and email to update and remind parents of events.

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.
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Welcome

Welcome to Summer Term! We hope that you are as excited as we are for lots of sunshine. Please read on
to see the fun—filled term we have in store! Thank you again, for your continued support throughout this
academic year.

Mrs McLean, Miss Strike and Mrs Donaldson.

English Overview

We will be exploring two new texts this half term. The first The Journey, explores themes around fear and
displacement and follows the journey of a refugee family fleeing their war-torn country. We will be writing
a story as part of our fiction unit and a diary entry as part of the non-fiction unit. Our second vehicle text,
Manfish, follows the story of the famous Jacques Cousteau who invented the Aqua-Lung which helps
divers breath under water. This book is an interesting text as it is a hybrid book: a fictional narrative but
based on the life of a real person. During the fiction unit, we will be writing a narrative about creating an
invention. In the non-fiction unit we will be writing a biography about Jacques Cousteau. Throughout
these units, we will continue to build and expand our writers knowledge such as, fronted adverbial
followed by a comma, speech punctuation, using the correct forms of verbs (was/were or run/ran or make/
made) and using a variety of conjunctions to expand our sentences.

In guided reading, we will be embarking on our class novel Tamarind and the Star of Ishta, a gorgeous
story about a little girl from England going to visit her previously unknown family in India and discovering a
whole new world of food and customs as well as love.

Our spelling focuses for this term include learning spelling patterns for unusual endings of words like -gue
and -que and looking at homophones that we use frequently such as: to, tooand twoand there, their and
they're.

Maths Overview

n summer term, our mastery approach to maths will continue to strengthen our tfluency, reasoning and
problem solving skills. This term, our maths curriculum will include: coordinates, fractions greater than 1,
symmetry in 2D shapes, time and division with remainders.

Our first unit of work is based on coordinates to plot specified points and translate shapes following
directions. We will focus on using the language of left and right as well as compass points. We then move
on to fractions and develop our understanding of how quantities can be made of whole numbers and
fractions. We will compare and order fractions, including mixed numbers and improper fractions. Finally,
we will add and subtract fractions. In order to master symmetry of 2D shapes, we will complete
symmetrical patterns, investigate lines of symmetry and also complete reflections. We will focus on
reading, writing and converting time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks, as well as
solving problems which involve converting from hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, years to months
and weeks to days. Finally, we will complete division calculations including those which leave a remainder.

This term, we will have a huge emphasis on learning our times tables. Accessing Times Tables Rockstars at
home will really help your child to build fluency when recalling multiplication and division facts. The
Multiplication Check for all Year 4 children will take place during this term. Please let us know if you
require additional support for practising at home.

Science Overview

Our science this term begins with looking at teeth of different animals, including humans. We will move on
to look at different ways of grouping and classifying animals and other living things, e.g. in Venn and
Carroll diagrams and setting our own sorting criteria. We will investigate animal habitats and how
environmental changes affect these. Later in the term we will use our knowledge of different animals to
develop our understanding of food chains and different animals’ positions in these.

RE/PHSE: RE this term will be continuing our learning about Judaism, including Bar and Bat Mitzvah. Our
work on Christianity later in the term will focus on discussing whether people need to go to Church to
worship God. We will explore how we fit into the wider world and consider how we all play a role in the
sustainability of the planet and how the environment provides so much for us.

Geography : Summer term will continue our work on mountains around the world. We will complete a
case study around three locations where mountains form a major part of the landscape, including a South
American case study in Ecuador, then a study based in Europe and the United Kingdom. We will consider
why Dunston does not have a mountain range or does not experience significant natural disasters. In the
final half term, we will look at how fieldwork could enhance our understanding of the local area.

Art [ Music [ DT: In Art, we will explore the work of Morag Myerscough, to inspire our work on colour and
paint. Last year, she created a replica of Housesteads Roman Fort, which links to our History learning from
last half term. Summer term will see the end of a whole year of ukulele tuition and learning about different
music genres and instruments. It has certainly been a highlight of the year for many children! Design
Technology will see us evaluating fastenings, leading on to us designing and making our own book jacket
with a fastening sewn on.

Computing: We will be continuing with our Internet Safety work throughout each unit and discussing the
importance of privacy and security. At the start of Summer term, we will combine our Music and
Computing skills to ‘make music’ digitally using Purple Mash before moving on to effective searching.

PE: This half term our PE lessons are on Mondays and Thursdays. At the beginning of term, we will be
applying our coordination skills from dance to a gymnastics unit of work. We will continue to improve and
maintain our stamina with the daily mile run and athletics after half term.

French: In Summer term, we will be describing things and people as well as expressing likes and dislikes.
We will learn vocabulary related to colours, adjectives, days of the week and months of the year.

Homework

Itis very important that the Year 4 children strive to complete their homework and our focus is on reading,
times tables and revising maths knowledge in order to be best prepared for Year 5! Each week, the children
are to complete 3 sessions of Reading Plus and 1 piece in each homework booklet (to be returned by
Monday morning). In addition, in order to prepare the children fully for their Times Table Check this term,
at least 3 sessions of Times-Table Rockstars is expected per week. The children will also have a reading

book to enjoy and quiz on, using Accelerated Reader.



