
Encourage your child to take responsibility for their own organisation to ensure they are always READY 
for learning.  Remember: 
 
• Swimming kits - To be brought to school every Monday. Ensure children have a swimming costume/
shorts and towel. Goggles are optional. Children are not allowed to bring deodorant or body spray. 

• P.E kits – To be worn to school every Wednesday for our PE lessons. Children must wear their school 
PE hoodie or jumper, white top and black shorts or joggers/ leggings. No other clothing (eg: coloured t 
shirts) is permitted. 

• Going home—Children must know how they are getting home daily and ensure they leave the 
premises by WONDERFULLY walking and pushing bikes or scooters if they have them.  . 

• School reading book and diary should be brought to school every day. 

• Children MUST bring a school bag. 

 

Homework expectations: 

 

• Reading Book—Reading three times a week for twenty minutes a week—please see the guidance in 

the front of your child’s diary. We will be checking diaries every Friday. 

• Reading Plus—Four lessons a week—please contact your child’s class teacher should you require 

support for your child in school. 

• Number Facts and Spellings —these are sent home weekly and will be quizzed every Monday. Please 

find them in your child’s dairy. 

• Times Table Rock Stars—we advise that your child goes on for short bursts (5-10 minutes) every day. 
• Weekly Maths and English homework— Due every Friday, marked every Monday  

Date Event 

31st January  Y5 Taster day at Kingsmeadow School 

WC 5th February  Children’s Mental Health  Week 

WC 5th February  Safer Internet Week 

WC 12th February Parent Consultations  

19th—23rd February Half Term 

26th February  Ford Castle Meeting for Parents 5pm  

Thursday 7th March World Book Day 

WC 11th March  British Science Week  

Thursday 28th March Break up for Easter 

We regularly use Facebook, text and email to update and remind parents of events.  

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.  

SPRING TERM 2024 

YEAR 5 



We would like to wish you all a fantastic New Year and Welcome Back to Year 5! 

Please read on to see the fun—filled term we have in store! 

Mrs Cowan, Miss Cameron and Mrs Kyle 

 

To begin the New Year, we will be exploring Arthur Conan Doyle’s, The Hound of the Baskervilles. Using key 
plot points of the story as a starting point, we will be honing our writing for suspense skills for our first 
writing outcome. Afterwards, we will continue to develop our understanding of writing to inform by creating 
a formal report from the perspective of Dr. Watson to Sherlock Holmes after he has conducted investigations 
on his behalf at Baskerville Hall. 

When we have completed these pieces of writing, we will move onto our second text of the term, The 
Promise by  Nicola Davies. Using the imagery within this text as a source of inspiration, we will build upon our 
narrative writing skills with a focus on character description and development for our first writing outcome. 
Following this, we will revisit how to draft and write a letter when we write to persuade action for change 
from the perspective of the main character.  

In Guided Reading, we have begun reading our new text: The Butterfly Lion, by Michael Morpurgo. We will 
be using this novel to help us to develop our reading and comprehension skills: such as how to make an 
inference; using the context of the story to help us to determine meanings of unfamiliar words; retrieval skills 
to justify answers to questions with evidence from the text.  

In Maths, we will begin the spring term consolidating children’s multiplication and division knowledge and 

applying this to problem solving. Once these skills are embedded, we will apply them to area and perimeter, 

including lots of real-life contexts and composite rectilinear shapes. From there, we will turn our attention to 

decimals. Children will explain the effect of multiplying and dividing a number by 10, 100 and 1,000 and 

explain how to use known multiplication facts and unitising to multiply decimal fractions by whole numbers 

(tenths). At the end of the term, we will move onto factors, multiples and primes. Children will gain an 

understanding of what cubed, squared, composite and prime numbers are. Our mastery approach continues 

to mean that the children work through fluency, reasoning and problem solving questions for each unit of 

work, deepening their understanding and confidence to apply their mathematical skills in different ways. 

This term, we will be delivering short sessions (15 minutes) called Mastering Number. These sessions are 

aimed at consolidating children’s existing knowledge of numbers and calculations and will deepen their 

understanding further.  We will also be focusing on the 3, 6 and 9 times tables, looking at the relationships 

between them and continue to develop children's quick recall of both their multiplication and division facts.  

We will be starting 2024 continuing our learning about Forces. We will explore air resistance, where children 

will conduct a short experiment to see how this force acts on different surface areas. We will then study the 

forces acting on gears, levers and pulleys.  Our next unit is Materials. We will explore how to group materials 

by their properties; states of matter (solids, liquids and gases); reversible and irreversible changes; dissolving 

and evaporation; filtering and how some changes can produce new materials altogether. After this topic, our 

attention will turn to ‘Living things.’ This topic will look at amphibian life cycles in action, along with learning 

about the life cycles of humans, birds, insects, plants and mammals.  

R.E/PSHE: This term, we will study the religion of Hinduism and answer the enquiry question- How can 

Brahman be everywhere and in everything? During this enquiry, children will develop an understanding of 

the Hindu belief that there is one God with many different aspects. In PSHE, we will look at how to set and 

achieve goals, work collaboratively and effectively give and receive meaningful feedback. 

History /Geography :  In Geography, we will continue our studies of Brazil and explore trade and Fairtrade, 

moving on to investigate the important issue of deforestation. We will use our skills of investigation, analysis 

and evaluation to debate this emotive subject. We will then include a study of Russia to compare our 

previous knowledge of rivers and settlements.  In History , our topic of ‘Raiders and Invaders’ will focus on 

the Anglo Saxons and Vikings, and we will consider why they came to Britain and how they have left such a 

mighty legacy. An enquiry based approach to History will see the children presenting their ideas with 

evidence and interpreting sources.  

Art / Music / DT: In the first half of the term, in our art topic, we will explore the culture of the Dogon tribe 

in West Africa with a focus on their ceremonial mask and costume making. Using this information, we will 

research and develop our own ideas to make a 3D paper mask and evaluate the outcome. In Music, we will 

discover the world of hip-hop, where we will compose our own rap linked to our wider curriculum. In DT, we 

will be investigating  how structures are constructed and then designing, creating and evaluating bridges to 

hold specified weights. 

Computing: This term, we will be continuing to develop children’s knowledge of online safety. We will be 

focusing on online bullying, online reputation and managing online information. During the term, we will 

also extend children’s knowledge of coding and game designing.  

PE: To begin the term, we will consolidate our learning of basketball and put our skills into practise when  

playing basketball games. We will then move onto football, learning how to pass and receive, shoot, attack, 

defend and play an efficient game.  Children will also continue their weekly swimming lessons. 

Working collaboratively with parents and carers is our priority to secure children’s knowledge and application 

of basic skills in reading, writing and maths.  For this reason, our homework expectations are outlined on the 

next page and we ask you to support us with the following in consolidating our children’s basic skills.  


