Please encourage your child to take responsibility for their own organisation to ensure they are always
READY for learning.

Curricul

. P.E. kits — To be worn to school every Wednesday for our PE lesson. Children must wear their
school PE hoodie, white top and black shorts or joggers / leggings. Hair must be tied back.

. Swimming kits - To be brought to school every Monday. Ensure children have a swimming
costume/shorts and towel. Goggles are optional. Children are not allowed to bring deodorant.

° Forest School - This is on fortnightly Mondays (see dates below). Children to come to school in
their Forest school kits ONLY if they have forest school that week.

5CA-11.9.23, 25.9.23, 9.10.23, 23.10.23, 13.11.23, 27.11.23, 11.12.23
5C0O -18.9.23, 2.10.23, 16.10.23, 6.11.23, 20.11.23, 4.12.23, 18.12.23

° Going home - Children to know how they are getting home daily and ensure they leave the
premises by WONDERFULLY walking and pushing bikes or scooters if they have them.

° Weather - Please ensure your child has appropriate clothing for lunch and playtimes.

° School reading book and diary should be brought to school everyday.

° Children are encouraged to bring a school bag to carry their books.

° Children are provided with pencil packs in school, these contain all of the equipment they will

need for lessons, therefore please be aware that children are not to bring in their own pencil
cases or writing equipment.

Homework expectations:

° Reading Book - Reading three times a week for twenty minutes a week - please see the
guidance in the front of your child’s diary. We will be checking diaries every week.

° Reading Plus - Four lessons a week - please see video for more information on our school
website.

° Number Facts and Spellings - these are sent home weekly and will be tested every Monday.
Please find them in your child’s dairy and encourage them to practise them.

° English and Maths homework book—one page per subject, due every Monday.

° Times Table Rock Stars—we advise that your child does a short session every day.

Date Event Date Event
Friday 29th September Macmillan coffee morning Monday 27th Occasional Day—School
Monday 2nd October Harvest Festival (children only)

TBC Christmas activities
Monday 16th October School Photographer

Friday 22nd Break for Christmas

Week beginning 23rd October Parents Evening

December
Monday 30th October to Friday  Half Term
3rd November 2023

Monday 8th January Children return to school

Dunston Hill Ready (@) Respect S Kind @

We regularly use Facebook, text and email to update and remind parents of events. Community Primary School

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.



Welcome

We would like to welcome you all to Year 5! We are very excited about your children embarking on

their journey into Upper Key Stage 2 and can’t wait to see them

continue to flourish this year! Mrs Cowan, Miss Cameron and Mrs lon.

English Overview ..

This term we begin our exciting new "Ready Steady Write" writing lessons. These will allow the
children to be immersed, analyse, plan, draft, write and edit based around the books ‘Where we once
walked’ by David Long and ‘Farther’ by Grahame Baker-Smith. During our first unit, we will focus on

sentence accuracy, predictions, expanded noun phrases, modal verbs, effective speech and
parenthesis, where writing outcomes will include an exploration narrative and a formal mission log.
Our second unit will continue to build on skills taught in the previous unit, as well as develop children’s
cohesive skills and verb prefixes. Writing outcomes for the second unit will be a setting narrative and a
letter.

We will practise our reading skills (such as retrieval, inference and deduction) through Guided Reading
sessions every week using extracts from a variety of texts (modern myth, non-fiction etc). We will also
be using dedicated spelling lessons to learn new spelling strategies to aid with weekly spelling quizzes.
We will begin the year by recapping previously taught common exception words and constantly revisit
these throughout the year. These will be added to the weekly focus spellings (in red) .

Maths Overview

In Maths, we will begin by focussing on decimals and how they relate to fractions, starting with tenths

and exploring a range of representations, counting, comparing and ordering. When we have mastered
these skills, we will move on to representing quantities of money and performing a range of money-
related calculations. Following this, we will explore negative numbers, learning to interpret zero in a
range of contexts, and the location of these numbers on a number line. This will include the use of
grids and graphs to underpin understanding. In the latter part of term, we will focus on multiplication
and division, building upon methods used previously. Our mastery approach will mean that the
children work through fluency, reasoning and problem solving questions for each unit of work;
deepening their understanding and confidence to apply their mathematical skills in different ways. We
will also use Arithmetic papers to support our calculation skills, focusing on fast times table recall and
use of the four operations. Our number skills will be practised during daily Hi5 Maths sessions, where
the children will work on previously taught skills to embed these further and support with retention
and application.

Science Overview

We will develop our understanding of the relationship between the Earth, Sun and Moon this term and

will explore the Solar System by looking at how our Earth and the other planets move around in space.
In addition to this, we will be moving on to studying Forces. The children will be take part in a variety of

safe practical activities as well as undertaking investigations to develop their scientific skills.

R.E/PSHE: This year in RE, we will explore the religions of Christianity and Hinduism. This half term, we

will focus on Hinduism and answer the enquiry question - What is the best way for a Hindu to show
commitment to God? We will then move onto Christianity and explore the Christmas story, comparing
different versions from the bible. In PSHE, we will focus on ‘Health and Wellbeing” where we will look
at the importance of physical, emotional and mental health, as well as discussing feelings and how to
keep safe.

History /Geography: We will begin Geography by recapping our UK and world locational knowledge.
We will spend a lot of the term exploring Brazil, focusing on trade links and Fairtrade. Next, we will
examine the real problem of deforestation and how we can play our part in looking after our planet.

Art / Music / DT: For the first half term, we will be developing our artistic skills in portraiture, as we
look to Pablo Picasso for inspiration. Next half term, we will move onto Design Technology (DT),
focusing on food and healthy choices. In Music, we are excited to be learning the song, Livin’ On a
Prayer by Bon Jovi where we will use our voices and instruments to improvise the song.

Computing: In Computing, we will explore databases and games and then create our own. Throughout
the term, we will also focus a lot on online safety, ensuring we are aware how to keep safe and happy
when using online devices.

PE: We will start the year developing our orienteering skills, which will take place on a Wednesday
afternoon and after half-term we will move on to honing our basketball skills. Every Monday, children
will develop their swimming skills in the weekly sessions.

French: Children will explore the use of French grammar to construct and write sentences using a
range of vocabulary. We will concentrate on correct pronunciation throughout, which will help to

develop children’s language skills and provide them with the necessary foundations for future learning.

Homework

Our priority is always to work collaboratively with parents and carers to secure children’s knowledge

and application of basic skills in reading, writing and maths. For this reason, our homework
expectations are outlined on the next page and we ask you to support us with the following in
consolidating our children’s basic skills. Further details are on the letter in your child’s homework pack.



