Support at home is invaluable to your children’s progress and much appreciated.

( i I
Please ensure your child: u r r I ( u u m
(] Is correctly dressed for school in full uniform including all black shoes / trainers.
(] Wears the correct PE uniform on Mondays (black jogging bottoms/leggings, PE t-shirt, trainers and school

jumper/cardigan) 8

(] Has their name on all of their uniform.

(] Is punctual for school. The doors open at 8:45 and close at 8:55.

Items to have in school every day:

(] Reading diaries and reading books—they are needed daily for read and relax sessions and passwords
. A water bottle.
[ ]

Other things to remember:

(] Spellings quiz—Tuesday for Accelerated Reader children Thursday for RWI children
(] Times table quizzes every Thursday— please practise lots!
(] Please help your child to log on to Times Table Rock Stars, Lexia/Accelerated Reader so they can

access these things more easily. Your child’s passwords are in the front of their diaries.

Dates for the Diary

Date Event

WC 6th February Children’s Mental Health Week TBC Visit to library
WC 6th February Safer Internet Week

WC 13th h February  Parent Consultations

21st—25th February Half Term

2nd March World Book Day
10th March British Science Week
17th March Comic Relief

31st March Break up for Easter

Community Primary School

Dunston Hill Readv‘ Respect ‘Y Kind @

We regularly use Facebook, text and email to update and remind parents of events.

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.



Welcome

Happy New Year! We have loved hearing about the children’s Christmas breaks and we are really looking forward to

another fun-filled term in Year 3. We have lots of lovely things planned and hope to welcome you all into school
during the term to share our work on Ancient Egypt. As always, please don’t hesitate to catch a member of the Year
3 team if you have any questions!

English Overview

In our reading and writing, we will continue to use a wide range of stimuli across a variety of styles, including
instructions, stories and discussion texts. We will also continue to supplement lessons with visual literacy through
the use of film clips and motion pictures.

To begin the term in English, we have focussed our writing lessons on writing an episode linked to our class story ‘A
tale of two robots’. Once complete, we will work to make any necessary edits and improvements. We will then
share our ideas about how long break should be before taking part in a class debate and writing a discussion text.
All of our lessons will have a focus on basic spelling, grammar and punctuation and we are working hard to develop
our joined handwriting ready for a pen licence!

Our reading lessons will look at the skills of inference—‘reading between the lines’ and predicting what might
happen from the clues we have been given. We will also look at how authors select words for impact whilst also
checking what we have read makes sense.

In addition to English lessons, some children will continue to access Read Write Inc lessons

Maths Overview

Our term started with exploring capacity and volume and our children really enjoyed getting a little wet when
investigating the volumes of a range of different containers. They then worked to read a number of different scales
to measure the volume of liquids to the nearest litre and millilitre. Next we will continue to develop our
understanding of number, with a focus on mental methods and column addition and subtraction. Our children will
use a range of hands on equipment such as base ten and place value counters to support them in deepening their
understanding. We will also explore turns and angles, with a particular focus on right angles and shapes containing
them.

Throughout the term, we will have a huge focus on times tables and be we will be continuing our weekly times
tables quizzes. We are currently continuing to learn the multiplication facts for the 8 times table before moving to
the 3 x table. When children are confident with these, we will be moving onto the 6 times table and looking at the
relationship between them. Times Table Rock stars will be used to support the children in the development of times
table knowledge and should be accessed daily for 10 minutes. We complete class tournaments and the children love
the challenge! Which class will top the leader board?

Science Overview

This half term, we will continue our Science curriculum looking at the formation of rocks and soil. The children will
study a variety of rocks, identifying their differences and similarities and name the three types of rocks that are
formed naturally — igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic After half term, we will find out about how plants grow
and the key processes of their life cycle. Throughout both units, we will continue to build our scientific skills by
making predictions, completing investigations, collecting evidence and reporting findings.

Our Curriculum

RE/PHSE: We will be building on our existing knowledge of Christianity and furthering our knowledge linked to Jesus
and his ability to heal. In PSHE, we will continue to focus our lessons on Health and Wellbeing before moving onto
Relationships. We will look at different types of relationships, what a positive relationship is and how to respond to
other people’s feelings.

History /Geography : This term, our humanities focus will be History and children will be learning about Ancient
Egypt. We will begin the topic using the Geographical skill to research the location and climate of Egypt and learn
about the River Nile. Children will then develop their understanding of chronological order, use artefacts to study
the life of Ancient Egypt and make comparisons to current day life.

Art / Music / DT: In Design Technology, we will continue our Seasonal Food topic. Children will learn what seasonal
foods are, do some taste testing and create and follow recipes. Look out for some yummy treats! In Art, we will
looking at sculpture and it’s place in our society. We will be learning about current sculptures in our local area and
use these as a basis for designing our very own. To create our pieces, we will be using a variety of media including
clay and papier maché. In Music, we will develop our knowledge of tempo and music notation. We will apply this
knowledge to playing the glockenspiel.

Computing: We will begin the term focusing on how computing can be used to communicate. Children will learn
about emails and how to use them safely. We will also be linking our computing sessions to our Ancient Egyptian
topic using different programmes on Purple Mash whilst also continuing to develop our understanding of internet
safety.

PE: This half term, PE will be on Wednesday and Thursday. We will develop our throwing, catching and traveling
skills linked to rugby as well as the ‘invasion’ aspect of this sport. We will also continue our daily mile and focus on
setting ourselves our own pace to help us jog

for 10 minutes.

Your child will receive: Reading (to practise 3 times per week— please add a comment to your child’s diary)

Accelerated Reader quizzes (once your child has read their book)
Complete TT Rock Star quizzes (minimum of 3 x 10 minute sessions )
Times tables and spelling practice for the weekly quizzes

Maths booklet—once weekly—please return on a WEDNESDAY



