Support at home is invaluable to your children’s progress and much appreciated.

Please encourage your child to:

Curriculum @

° Be correctly dressed for school in full uniform including all black shoes / trainers.

. Have the correct equipment for school on the correct day. ve rv l e w

° Be on time for school - we open the doors at 8:45am and close them at 8.55am to start our )
morning sessions. 5

Items to have in school:

] P.E kits - Please ensure your child is wearing their PE kit with their school jumper on top for
sessions on Friday. When the weather is colder, tracksuit bottoms are advised.

° Reading book and diary- Children should have their reading book and diary in school every day.
We will change their reading book on their allocated day (there is a sticker on the back of their
diary). We love seeing how the children are getting on with their reading at home and hope to see
three comments in children’s reading diaries from a parent or carer per week. This will then allow
us to change your child’s book frequently, once they have read their book with greater fluency.

° Spelling books - Children should return their blue spelling books every Thursday. Children’s
scores from their quizzes will be shared in these, and words that were spelt incorrectly will be
identified. We will then send home their new spellings in their blue books on Friday.

° Water bottles - Please ensure your child has a named water bottle filled with fresh water each day.

Dates for the Diary

Date Event

Monday 6 - Friday 10 February Children’s Mental Health Week
Computing Safer Internet Week

Tuesday 7 February Safer Internet Day

Monday 20 - Friday 24 February Half Term

Thursday 2 March World Book Day

Monday 13 - Friday 17 March Parent Consultations (Year group dates to follow)
Monday 13 - Friday 17 March British Science Week

Friday 17 March Comic Relief

Monday 3 - Monday 17 April Easter Holidays

Readv‘ Respect ‘Y Kind @

We regularly use Facebook, text and email to update and remind parents of events.

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.




Welcome

What a busy and exciting first term we have had in Year 1! We would like to thank you all for your support
so far and we look forward to the term ahead!

Miss Bunce, Miss Goddard, Mrs Gregory and Mrs Guyan

English Overview

Phonics and Reading

Your child will continue to learn new sounds through our Read Write Inc. programme. We will be further
developing our phonics skills, learning to ‘Fred-in-our-head’ (blend words without sounding out aloud) to
become more confident, fluent readers. We will also be focusing on reading ‘alien’ words (nonsense
words), as well as real words. We will be developing our skills of prediction and inference (what the text
implies) through reading a number of familiar and new stories. Your child will be joining in with repeated
phrases and rewriting stories to develop their understanding of story structure.

Writing

This term, the children will learn to orally compose their own sentences and use these to write more
extended pieces of writing. These will include character descriptions and rewriting familiar stories. We will
continue to develop the use of capital letters, finger spaces and full stops, and will also explore question
marks and exclamation marks. Letter formation is taught in daily Handwriting sessions.

Spelling

Every week, the children will learn a new spelling rule, or words that are part of the Year 1 curriculum (days
of the week and exception words). Spellings will be sent home on a Friday for a quiz on the following
Thursday. Please ensure your child has their blue spelling book every Thursday.

Maths Overview

This term, children will be exploring quantities and measures, such as length/height, volume/capacity and
weight/mass. Children will be comparing a range of objects and measures, and developing their
vocabulary to describe these comparisons. We will practise looking at the quantity of objects in sets, and
will compare different sets, too. We will build on our work of mathematical symbols (>, <and =) to support
our comparisons. Children will also be strengthening their number knowledge, exploring the composition
of numbers and looking at number bonds (all of the ways to make a number). We will be using different
models to support this. Children will also strengthen their knowledge of 2D and 3D shapes. They will
identify these shapes and their properties, and use them to create patterns.

Mastering Number

In addition to our Maths lessons, we are using the Mastering Number programme
developed by NCETM. The programme aims to ensure children are confident and
flexible with number. The sessions are short and practical, often referring to
Numberblocks episodes and the use of equipment, including rekenreks.

Science Overview

This term, we are continuing our work on animals. The children will develop their scientific skills by
identifying and classifying animals into the five groups (mammals, amphibians, reptiles, birds and fish).
They will learn their key features, and facts about each group.

We will also study different everyday materials, describing and comparing them.

Throughout the term, we continue to study the four seasons and make observations about the weather
and length of daylight.

RE/PHSE: This term in RE, the children will be exploring friendship through stories in the Bible and how the
Bible details how Jesus sometimes finds this difficult. We will also be discussing why Jesus is special to
Christians and how this is shown on Palm Sunday. In PSHE, we will be focusing on feelings and
relationships. Children will explore different feelings and how they can present, as well as learning how to
manage some negative behaviours. We will also talk about special people in our lives, as well as
similarities and differences between people and how they should be celebrated and respected.

History : This term, we will be focusing on developing our understanding of History and what the past
means. We will use this knowledge to help us sequence events in our own lives. We will also use artefacts,
such as toys from the past, to recognise how life is different now. Children will also be learning about the
achievements of Neil Armstrong in their History lessons. They will use sources to find out answers to
questions and be able to recount his famous moon landing. We will compare Neil Armstrong’s experience
to present day astronauts, including women in space.

Art [ Music [ DT: In Art, our focus is 3D sculpture. We will be linking our art work to our work on animals,
investigating life forms from around the world and exploring how nature uses colour and shape. We will
use this to design and sculpt birds of paradise using moulding and pouring techniques. Our DT work this
term will focus on moving mechanisms, and bringing picture books to life through levers, sliders and
wheels. In Music, we will be exploring a range of musical genres, from blues to baroque. We will listen to
and appraise recorded music, find the ‘pulse’ to different songs and learn to play simple tunes on the
glockenspiel.

Computing: This term, we will be learning how to create our own digital content, representing this in
different forms. We will be using a range of apps to develop content using images and our voices. We will
also develop an understanding of coding, using direction keys to program instructions.

PE: In gymnastics, we will be developing our balance, agility and co-ordination using a range of apparatus.

Homework

Our priority this term continues to be securing children’s knowledge and application of basic skills in
reading, writing and maths. Your child will receive:

Reading (3 times per week) - please see the guidance in the front of your child’s reading diary. We also
encourage children to read any other books they are interested in at home.

Numbots - please continue to use this website to support children’s maths skills. We expect children to
be practising their skills for a total of 30 minutes a week.

Red/ green words - to support your child’s literacy skills, we will be sending home some words linked to
the books they are reading in RWInc., or pointing you in the direction of words in the back of their reading
diary. Green words can be sounded out and red words can’t.

Spellings - spellings will be sent home on a Friday for a quiz on the following Thursday. Please ensure
your child has their blue spelling book every Thursday.



