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Date Event 

6th September Start of Autumn term 

19th September Bank holiday. School is closed. 

30th September Macmillan Coffee Morning 

3rd October Harvest Festival (children only) 

10th October School Photographer 

w/c 17th October Parents Consultations 

21st October Break up for half term 

24th October Half term begins 

Date Event 

31st October Return to school  

22nd November Flu vaccines  

23rd December End of Autumn term  

 Christmas holidays begin  

  

  

  

We regularly use Facebook, text and email to update and remind parents of events.  

Please ensure that the office have your current mobile and email address.  



Welcome to Year 4! We would like to take this opportunity to share with you the fun-filled learning we 

have ahead of us this term and introduce the Year 4 team: Mrs Harris, Mrs McLean, Miss Baud and Mrs 

Donaldson!  

English lessons will continue to follow our Literacy and Language programme in addition to using a 

variety of other resources to enhance our learning. Firstly, we have been exploring an Icelandic folktale 

about trolls and have begun planning and writing our own versions with different mythical creatures 

based on the dilemma the trolls faced and how they solved it. These stories are stories that explain 

natural phenomena and the children have really showed us their imaginative storytelling! We will be 

looking later in the term at writing stories with conflict and how characters can overcome friendship 

issues. This is based on a ballad type story and we will be developing our knowledge of oral storytelling 

and its importance historically. During our non-fiction unit, we will be creating an explanation text 

about how to get the perfect ‘pop star look’. Later in the term, we will be developing our 

understanding of play scripts by reading them aloud with character ‘voice’ before writing our own 

playscripts based on traditional and folk tales from other countries. In December, we will of course be 

doing some gorgeous Christmas-based descriptive writing - we won’t  give it away yet though! 

We will begin the year with a revision of addition and subtraction, focussing on setting out written 

methods correctly and revising our mental strategies, including doubles and number bonds to 10. We 

will continue with our ‘Mastery’ approach to Maths, which the children are familiar with from Year 3. 

First, we will use concrete resources before moving to pictorial and then abstract methods in order to 

apply our knowledge to fluency, reasoning and problem solving. Next, we will move on to number and 

place value up to 1,000 and understand how to partition larger numbers (splitting them into hundreds, 

tens and ones). Once we are secure with place value, we will apply our knowledge of addition and 

subtraction to finding the perimeter and finding missing sides of different shapes. Times tables are 

extremely important in Year 4, in particular as we be preparing for the Multiplication Check in Summer 

term. We will conclude Autumn term by focusing on the 3, 4, 6 and 9 times tables to ensure we can 

recall them fluently. Alongside our daily Maths lessons, we will revise methods taught and times tables 

during a daily ‘Hi 5’ session, to support the children’s work on TT Rockstars at home, which will hugely 

benefit your child this year. We look forward to seeing their times table knowledge develop! Each child 

has their own username and password, found in the front of their reading diary. 

We begin our science curriculum looking at states of matter - solids, liquids and gases - and how these states 

can change. We will investigate the weight of gases and rates of evaporation through experiments to develop 

our skills of working scientifically. Later we will be learning about sound and how it travels to our ears. We 

will be conducting a variety of investigations to help us understand these scientific concepts. 

RE/PSHE: During RE this term we will be looking at the beliefs and practices of the Hindu faith. We will learn 

about the importance of the festival of light (Diwali). Our focus this half-term will be ’Health and Wellbeing’. 

We will begin by identifying our own strengths and areas for improvement in order to achieve our goals.  

History/Geography: Our first history topic is ‘Ruthless Romans’.  The children will be learning about where 

and when the Roman empire originated, as well as where they invaded and why. We will also be comparing 

this time in history with other significant events and civilisations. Our focus will be to consider the 

significance of the Romans. 

Art/Music/DT: In Art, we will explore the work of Morag Myerscough, to inspire our work on colour and 

paint. She has recently created a replica of Housesteads Roman Fort, which links to our History learning. In 

Music, we have the exciting opportunity to learn how to play the ukulele in school. In DT, we will be 

completing a unit which will employ and extend our skills of cutting and joining different materials to meet a 

design brief and make a final product. 

Computing: To begin this term, we will reinforce the importance of Internet Safety and learn how we can 

stay safe online by thinking about screen time and safe and responsible strategies for using technology. We 

will also explore how to write for different purposes using technology, as well as discussing self-image and 

identify online.  

PE: Our PE sessions will be on a Thursday.  We will be focusing on netball over the next few weeks and will 

learn the skills required to compete in a netball match. Our swimming lessons will take place every Monday, 

where the children will develop their confidence swimming different strokes and understanding pool safety.  

French: In French, we will learn vocabulary relating to describing ourselves and others, before practising how 

to ask and answer questions. We will continue to improve our pronunciation throughout!  

It is very important that the Year 4 children strive to complete their homework and this term, our focus is on 

basic skills in reading, writing and maths. Each week, the children are to complete 3 sessions of Reading Plus 

and 1 piece of Maths homework assigned in their Maths booklet (to be returned by Monday morning at the 

latest). In order to prepare the children fully for their Times Table Check this term, 3 sessions of Times-Table 

Rockstars is expected per week. The children will also have a reading book to enjoy and quiz on, using 

Accelerated Reader. Accelerated Reader targets are for each half term.  


